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The Gilded Age 



The Gilded Age 







“I believe the power to make 

money is a gift of God … to 

be developed and used to the 

best of our ability for the good 

of mankind. Having been 

endowed with the gift I 

possess, I believe it is my duty 

to make money and still more 

money and to use the money I 

make for the good of my 

fellow man according to the 

dictates of my conscience.” 
 

John D. Rockefeller 

(Business leader) 



Andrew Carnegie, 
industrialist,  

1889 

“Wealth, passing through 
the hands of the few, can 
be made a much more 
potent force for the 
elevation of our race 
than if it had been 
distributed in small sums 
to the people 
themselves.” 
 
 



John Mitchell, 
President,  

United Mine Workers of America, 1901 

In Pennsylvania mines, 
“wages were so low that 
parents were compelled to 
take their boys from 
school, sometimes when 
they were less than ten 
years of age, and put them 
to work in the breakers and 
the mines.” 
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