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The New York State Toolkit Project

Part I: Part Il:
Conceptual Foundations of the Grade-Level
Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Inquiries

Inquiry begins with a question. 84 Inquiries (14 Annotated)

. Inquiry topics and outcomes are
grounded in the New York State IDM Inquiry Templates
Social Studies Framework.

- Disciplinary knowledge and Description of the IDM Blueprint
skills are integrated within an
investigation.

. Students are active learners
within an inquiry. Part lli:

- The purpose of assessment is Professional Learning Resources
for learning.

Disciplinary sources are the

' building blocks of inquiry. . .

. Students need opportunities to IDM PowerPoint Presentations
practice engaged citizenship.

. Social studies shares in the IDM Workshop Handouts
responsibility for literacy.

. Inquiries are not all inclusive. IDM in Practice: Video Vignettes

. Inquiries are best mediated by

skilled teachers.

Figure 1: Components of the New York State Toolkit Project

The IDM represented in the Toolkit features a compelling question and the elements necessary to support
students as they address that question in a thoughtful fashion:

Toolkit Element Purpose

Compelling question Frames the unit of study

Staging the compelling question Builds student interest

Supporting questions Develop the key content

Formative performance tasks Demonstrate emergent understandings

Provide opportunities to generate curiosity, build

Featured sources
knowledge, and construct arguments

Summative performance task Demonstrates evidence-based arguments
Extension activities Provide options to the summative task
Taking informed action exercise Offers opportunities for civic engagement
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